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A farming and investment 
paradise
This year's commercial recognition for the Youth in 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Awards (YAFF) and 
top entrepreneur for export markets at the Female 
Entrepreneur Awards (FEA), hosted by the national 
department, have been won by farmers from the 
Eastern Cape. Kindly visit our facebook page to read 
about their remarkable stories.

Following the awards, I undertook a trip to the Eastern 
Cape and with guidance and assistance from the 
Eastern Cape Rural Development Agency (ECRDA) I 
managed to learn a lot about available agribusiness 
opportunities and projects in the province. 

My first visit with the ECRDA was to the Magwa Tea 
Estate in Lusikisiki, a project that presents numerous 
investment opportunities from branding diversification, 
the marketing of green tea and black tea, to the 
development of the Magwa Falls. During my learning 
engagements at various projects it dawned on me, 
that Eastern Cape needs adequate marketing of its 
agricultural strenghts to local and global investors.

Opportunities for all

During the youth awards in June, young people from 
the Eastern Cape sang, "iEastern Cape ayilelenga 
iguqengamadolo". And soon, we might be hearing 
about another major project in the province - the 
Rotondo Walnut project. The Industrial Development 
Corporation is still tightlipped about this project in 
Aliwal North, suffice to say we must watch the space...

Notwithstanding all the great opportunities in the 
sector, Prof Ben Cousins, Executive Director of the 
Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS) rightly 
warned at the 2018 Agricultural Research Symposium 
that agriculture should not just benefit a select few...

"The fact that we are giving input as a selective few 
on economic issues regarding the future of land and 
agriculture, excluding the masses of the poor is a sign 
that our model of the economy is not sustainable," he 
said.

Tune into 
https://iono.fm/p/370 
every Wednesday 
between 13:00 and 
15:00. The programme is 
hosted by Thando 
Matutu. 1912 is a 
platform for conversa-
tion, debate, insight and 
free thinking...

Agripreneur SA and 1912 
OnlineRadio is proud to 
announce a partnership 
on a weekly radio programme, 
AgriWorld, which aims to 
educate, inform and expose 
young people to opportunities 
in the sector. A slot for 
Agripreneurs will be a regular 
feature on the programme.

Thando Matutu:
Agripreneur SA Business Editor NewsletterQuarterly 3, 2018

the Urban Agri Africa 2018 Summit!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

This newsletter is primarily aimed at entrepreneurs and young farmers.

Feel... The Pulse

Don’t  miss
The 2nd Urban Agri Africa 2018, the 

leading event for the Urban and Indoor 
Farming industry, will return to 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

More info on page 7



'Precision Farming from Above’  is aimed at progres-
sive farmers anywhere in the world who are looking to 
improve land management, increase crop yields and 
operate a more profitable and environmentally 
sustainable business.

Environmental Manager and licensed drone pilot form 
East London, Louise Jupp has released her debut 
book, titled ‘Precision Farming from Above: How 
Commercial UAV/Drone Surveys are Helping Farmers 
to Improve Crop Management, Increase Crop Yields 
and Create More Profitable Farms’. 

"My goal is to help farmers and growers 
world-wide achieve more productivity and 
to help nations meet rising global demand 
for food production at a significantly lower 

environmental cost," 
Louise says. 

Benefits of drone systems

She explains the major benefits of commercial drone 
systems and drone surveying to farmers in the book. In 
plain language, she also unpacks drone technology, 
aerial surveys, advances in specialist cameras, 
multispectral/thermal imaging, high-end software and 
analysis, applications and commercial aviation law in 
a way that makes sense to any agribusiness.

Louise was one of the first women to obtain her 
license from the South African Civil Aviation Authority 
in 2016. She has a Master’s Degree in Environmental/ 
Science and over 26 years experience in environmen-
tal management in the UK, Europe and Africa.   

BOOK REVIEW

Farming from Above
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  Precision

Louise Jupp

The book is available in paperback and in 
Kindle format across Amazon’s global retail 
websites. A copy of the 3D book cover and 

book trailers are available on 
www.amazon.com/author/louisejupp 



>  Location, Location: If the franchisor (owner of the 
overarching company, trademarks, and products) has 
not identified a site, a franchisee will need to start 
looking for a location. On the other hand, if the 
franchisor proposes a site, you should still do an 
in-depth analysis to check the viability of the location. 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

franchising?
Thinking of going
     into 

A lot has been said about franchising
being one of the resilient sectors in our
economy as it contributes approximately 13,3% to 
South Africa’s GDP. People who might consider 
owning a franchise in their entrepreneurial journey, 
need  to consider four key factors.
 
Morne Cronje, Head of Franchising at FNB Business 
says, that franchising has a lot of advantages than 
starting a business from scratch as the failure rate in 
franchising is less than 10% compared to the high 
failure rate of traditional start-up businesses.

Cronje shares the following factors that should be 
considered when going into franchising:

>  Conduct Research: Potential franchisees need to 
do thorough research on the franchise industry before 
taking the actual steps to open one. 

>  Choosing Your Franchise: Entrepreneurs needs to 
select a franchise that appeals to their interests and 
ambitions. The rule of thumb says; it is better to choose 
a sub-sector that you are passionate about. 

>  Shadow Franchisees: Spend at least one day with a 
franchisee to get to know more about how they run 
their business. This will give you an insight on how 
franchisees (one who purchases a franchise) run a 
successful business. 

“Don’t just go blindly into franchising; 
understand the pros and cons of the 
industry. Consult before choosing to 
own a franchise. At FNB, we provide 

financial and operational tools to 
support the growth of franchisees,” 

Cronje said.
 



Expect to see more macadamias in milks, butters, nut 
mix drinks, vegan cheeses and as an ingredient in a 
host of other new products. 

Nuts, and their health benefits, are widely understood. 
According to the Green Farms Nut Company, the 60% 
rise in global tree nut consumption is testament that 
people are eating more and more of them.

Macadamia oil is sold mostly into the cosmetic indus-
try for its value to the beauty industry and anti-ageing 
properties, however increasingly it’s being used in 
cooking (together with avocado oil, it has the highest 
smoke point of all oils) and other food applications. 

Largest consumers of macadamia kernel are Australia 
and North America, which together make roughly 
50%. Followed by Europe, notably the Netherlands, 
Germany, the UK, Switzerland and Spain. In Asia, and 
especially China, the nut is eaten in the shell, and this 
market consumes the vast majority of in-shell product.

Blueberry expansion

The South African blueberry industry is a small com-
pared to the local fruit sector, as well as globally. The 
industry has however proven to be one that is attract-
ing a lot of interest, showing significant growth over 
the past few years.

Estimates by the industry pointed to an area growth of 
2 016 hectares in the year 2022, but growth has come 
at a faster pace than expected. Currently, 1 640 
hectares were planted during 2017/18, and looking at 
the current growth, development and involvement 
prospects, the industry expects that 2 500 hectares 
may be reached by the end of 2019. 

(ABSA Agri Trends)

The Eastern Cape is uniquely positioned to be the 
food basket of South Africa if its agricultural 
potential is properly harnessed. Siposetu Jilata, an 
agricultural consultant based in Mthatha plans to 
do just that - to nurture the potential of farmers in 
the province.

The province has a lot of land that can be used 
for agriculture. The land is rich in minerals that can 
sustain any farming activity. However, the one 
cause for concern is that most people do not 
have access to adequate information, resources 
and markets.

The Eastern Cape is home to 21% of the country's 
cattle, 28% of its sheep and 46% of South Africa's 
goats. However, information to do the right things 
at the right time for smallholder farmers is not 
always easily accessible nor the relevant support 
services.

Jilata, the second born out of three girls, and a 
mother of one - started an agricultural consul-
tancy company called AGRIC E-Cape (Pty Ltd) to 
provide all basic services needed by farmers in 
and around the province. >>

GROWTH

Big profits, big 
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  opportunities

Back to basics
Siposetu Jilata



"The joy in these farmers’ faces brings a smile to my 
face and gives confirmation of how I made the right 
decision by choosing this career path. Like any other 
job, there are of course challenges but I do not let any 
of those divert me from my initial goal. As a young 
black woman, I have a vision of developing the 
country through agriculture. This sector is rapidly 
growing and the time is now for all of us to grab all 
opportunities that come our way," she says. 

Opportunities for young people

According to Jilata the youth is starting to take a keen 
interest in farming. She says, there are a lot of influ-
ences behind this interest, and that it should be 
welcomed because it creates continuity in the sector. 

"If we were to rely on the senior citizens only for 
farming, where would that leave us in the next 

10-20 years? The youth has come into the industry 
at a time where there are various funding oppor-

tunities that make it easy for one to start any 
agribusiness of their choice. Having the youth 

involve in farming gives the sector a chance for 
renewal. The youth is always coming up with new 

initiatives in order to farm with better methods 
than past generations,"

Jilata explains.
 
Jilata, has also delved into agricultural journalism 
where she writes monthly articles for a local newspa-
per called the Mthatha Express. Through the articles 
she aims to educate farmers, and lay people on basic 
agricultural concepts and practices. 

For more information reach Siposetu Jilata on email: 
agricultureec@gmail.com
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EASTERN CAPE

The Eastern Cape Rural Development and Agrarian 
Reform MEC has signed a memorandum of agree-
ment with the Deciduous Fruit Development Cham-
ber to assist with the economic transformation of 
the sector in the province.

The department will plough R5,7 million into the 
provincial deciduous fruit sector to expand 
production on land reform farms as part of its 
economic transformation strategy. 

In addition, the department has invested R7, 2 
million used to acquire tractors, sprayers, produc-
tion inputs, and for new orchard development 
which will harvest grade A apples for exports and 
local markets.
 
Jobs Fund assistance

To further drive expansion of the sector to create 
jobs, the department is joining forces with the Jobs 
Fund to establish a total of 316 hectares of decidu-
ous fruit over four years and to create 305 perma-
nent jobs. 

About 49% of the deciduous fruit produced by 
Eastern Cape farmers is exported, 18% is sold 
locally and 34% is processed into various products. 

The province has 6 411 hectares of land used to 
produce deciduous fruit and only 4% of these 
hectares are under black ownership. Some of 
these farmers are either in partnership with white 
commercial farmers or have 100% ownership of the 
farms. 

InvestmentFocus on

Pitso Sekhoto



One of the biggest risks facing a farmer is adverse 
weather that can result in total crop loss. When a 
farmer loses his or her crop, they lose their only 
potential income. 

Kudzai Kutukwa, CEO of Mobbisurance says while 
no one can control the weather, insurance com-
panies can control the effect it has on smallholder 
farmers. The majorit of smallholder farmers in South 
Africa do not have adequate crop insurance 
because of prohibitive costs, leaving them 
exposed to risks of natural disaster. 

What does your company do?

Mobbisurance focuses solely on the twin main 
threats to most farmers: flood and drought. It uses 
satellite imagery and weather data supplied by 
the South African National Space Agency to 
validate insurance claims instead of physically 
visiting sites. We recently launched a pilot scheme 
with 736 farmers.

How will you use or invest the prize money?

We intend to expand the pilot to at least 5 000 
farmers in South Africa, and to expand into neigh-
bouring countries. The grant will also enable us to 
employ more young people and empower others 
to look at the problems in their communities and 
find solutions.

Why do you think you won? 

The judges felt that his product has the potential to 
impact lots of small scale farmers and scale 
beyond South Africa, that's in addition to the fact 
that it's opening the door for other affordable 
financial services products to be created for this 
sector. 

What are your future plans?

I am from Zimbabwe, but currently based in Johan-
nesburg. Prior to developing this product I ran a 
tutoring business with my brother where we 
matched high school learners that required tutor-
ing with tutors that were proficient in the subject(s) 
in which the student faced challenges. In agricul-
ture plans are to continue developing affordable 
and tailored financial services products for the 
agricultural sector, crop insurance is just the begin-
ning.

(Yolanda Zondo from Edelman South Africa) 

Expo 2020 Dubai: 

The Expo Live Innovation grant programme is an 
initiative launched by Expo 2020 Dubai to fund, 
accelerate, and promote creative solutions that 

improve lives while preserving our planet. The grant 
programme supports the growth of social enterprises, 

start-ups and grassroots projects from around the 
world that offer creative solutions to pressing chal-
lenges that impact people’s lives, or help preserve 

the world. 

GLOBAL

Dubai!
Agripreneur  
wins 
big in 
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Kudzai Kutukwa



This is an initiative by 
AGRIPRENEUR GLOBAL FOCUS 

Published by

INTS KA
AG WORLD

The 2nd Urban Agri Africa 2018, the leading event for 
the Urban and Indoor Farming industry, will return to 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

This two-day Summit will bring together all agriculture 
stakeholders – from policy makers, trade and invest-
ment promotion agencies, farmers (both smallholders 
and commercial farmers), credit and agri-financiers, 
agri start-ups, and system integrators under one roof 
to learn, share and implement the latest develop-
ments and opportunities presented by vertical farm-
ing, urban greenhouses and controlled environment 
agriculture.

Date: September 25-26 2018
Where: Sunnyside Park Hotel, Jhb

For more information: 
Email: enquiry@magenta-global.com.sg 
or call us at +65 6846 2360 

Facebook: UrbanAgriSummitAfrica2017

Urban Agri Africa
 2018 Summit!

Registration 
Now Open for the  

EVENTS
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Ziyanda Tutu

Address:
1st Floor, Block B,

Investment Place, 10th Road, 
Hyde Park (Johannesburg), 2196

Tel:
073 140 0372 or 083 319 1954

Email:
thando@agripreneursa.co.za or 
operations@agripreneursa.co.za 

Websites:

Agripreneur SA
www.agripreneursa.co.za

1912OnlineRadio
https://iono.fm/p/370
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